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Hungarian Film Festival Insider in
Hollywood

The 8th annual Hungarian Film Festival was held Oct. 16-23 in Loz

Angeles at the Fine Artz Theater in Beverly Hillz and Sunszet 5 in West
Hollvwood. Prezented by Bunvik Entertainment, thiz one-week
showcase of Hungarian films iz an exciting new event in the
Hollvwood zkv, and included several U.S. film premierez and honorees
from other international film festivals.

With thiz vear's theme celebrating Hungarians in Hollyivood, the
festival'z slate of zixteen films included zeveral premieres of Hungarv's
most talented filmmakers, az well as a compilation of U.8. films that
were made with the talents of Hungarians like Michael Curtiz, Lazzlo
Kovacs, Andv Vajna, Miklos Rozza and Vilmeos Zzsigmond. This event
gave great expozure to the wealth of talent that Hungarianz have
contributed to the U.S. film industry.

The fezstival opened with Jozsef Sipos film Eszfer’'s Inherifance (an
entrant in the Montreal Film Festival) in itz U.S. premiere. Bazed on
Sandor Marai's clazzic of the zame title, thiz luzh, atmospheric film
takez place in pre-World War Il Hungary. Starring legendary
Hungarian actresz Mari Térdczik, the film followz a dowager whose
comfortable life on her famil v’z estate iz dramaticallv changed bv the
receipt of a telegram from the onlv man she has loved. Mz Térdczik, an
honored guest at the feztival, now in her zixth decade of filmmaking,
attended the zcreening at the Fine Arts Theatre.

Other noteworthv films were Delfa, the festival's Best Film award
winner (and winner of the film critics’ award at Cannes). Delfa iz a
deeplv felt fable about a voung man (plaved by Felix Lajko) returning
home from the wild to the Danube delta and discovering a sister he
never knew existed. A relationship develops between the two, who
invoke dizapproval from the local villagers. Czaba Bollok's Iska'’s
Journey, the official Hungarian Academv Award entrant for Best
Foreign Language Film in 2008, was originally shown at the annual
Hungarian Film Week in Budapest and was alzo a favorite at the
feztival. The film traces the descent of voung Izska (Maria Varga) from
zlaving for her familv in coal fields to being kidnapped into zervitude,
and expreszes a zense of humanity maintained in the face of hardship.

The theme of Hungarians in Hollyrwood put a spotlizht on the many
talentz of Hungarianz and Hungarian-Americans who have made
major contributions to the U.S. film industryv. Among the most
prominent are Michael Curtiz, the Ozcar-winning director of
Casablanca, Yankee Doodle Dandy and Whife Chrisfmas, Adolf Zukor,
zstudio mogul at Paramount Pictures, William Fox, founder of Fox
Studioz, actors Tonv Curtis, Bela Lugozi and Peter Lorre, Andv Vajna
(producer an co-founder of Carolco Pictures), Frank Darabont (director
of The Shawwshank Redemption and The Green Mile), George Cukor
(Ozcar-winning director for My Fair Lady), legendary screenwriter Joe
Ezzterhas, Lazzlo KEovacs (award-winning cinematographer), producer
Joe Pazternak, and the zenzational and ageless Zza Zza Gabor.

An event honoring Hungarv's greatest living filmmaker, Miklos
Jancso, was held at the LA County Museum of Art Oct. 1724 az an
extension of the festival. Included in the showing were Jancso's films
The Round Up, Silence and Cry, The Red and Whife, and The Red Fsalm.

For more information on Hungarianz in Hollvwood and the
Hungarian Festival pleaze vizit www.hffla.org
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