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Michael Jackson: Hurt by the World
" I know the creator will go, but his work survives." Michelangelo. By
Adrienne Papp

By Adrienne Papp  |  June 30, 2009

We all know how extraordinary, legendary and almost supernatural
Michael Jackson was with dance moves, a style that nobody else
could mimic, much less reinvent. Jackson was not trained in dance
or singing, yet has changed pop culture forever. That is God sent.
That is the expression of a man who wanted to transcend death by
attaching his personality to his art, which will then live forever. He
said in his last interview: "... to escape death I attempt to bind my
soul to my work. " As a true icon and legend he has forever
engraved his legacy in the history books as the greatest performer
ever. 
But, what we did not know about Michael Jackson or care to
understand, was that he was deeply hurt by the world. He lived a
very isolated and lonely life despite outside appearances. His soul
struggled daily to overcome the pain that was constant throughout
his life in one form or another. First, as a child with no childhood at
all, then as a grown up attacked by the public and media equally,
calling him "Wacko Jacko" and many other derogatory adjectives. 
As was later proved, he was irrevocably broken by the false child
molestation accusations, his spirit and mental state ruined forever.
There seemed to have been no understanding that he only meant to
do good and support those who were just as unfortunate as he was
when a child. He not only deeply identified with the need for love in
these children, but also wanted to "repair" the missing elements in
his own soul by giving. A beautiful way to support the world and
those in need. Yet, he was grossly misunderstood and obviously
taken advantage of. Jackson ended up paying huge amounts of
money just to rid himself of yet another painful incident, which these
lawsuits exploited. The events in his life should shed a light on the
less evolved side of human nature: greed, speculation and
underhandedness from those who attach themselves to successful
and unsuspecting kindred spirits only to advance themselves by
twisting the truth any which way their interest dictates. 
Jackson is not the only victim to such behavior in polite society by
those with a lesser God. This is a phenomenon that happens not
only in Hollywood but most everywhere successful people try to lend
a helping hand. And, then comes the media with its sensationalism.
The combination of the two is enough to break the toughest of spirits.
I myself was skeptical at first about the allegations against Jackson
due to the media coverage, but soon the truth became clear: He was
not guilty Folks! But, because of Jackson’s inherent eagerness to
create love and peace, settling was more congruent with his beliefs
than getting into long drawn public arguments where ignorance
dictates all judgments shadowing any attempt to understanding the
human spirit, or even the obvious truth. 

Genius is often accompanied by an elusive and quirky nature. That
combined with the shyness and sensitivity Jackson had made him an
enigma that the average mind had a hard time understanding. 
Topping all this was the endless speculation about Jackson changing
his appearance frequently, as if it was anybody's business but his
own. Constant dissatisfaction is a trait of a perfectionist and a habit
of an artist ever wanting to express himself. The constant reinvention
of himself and his perfectionist tendencies are the very same traits
that made him the single most creative artist of our time. His mere
presence on stage defined a new era in entertainment and influenced
the entire world. Ironically, just as his fans made him successful by
their support, the very same outside world devastated him to the
degree that he was close to a nervous breakdown more often than
not, becoming a fragile man with a broken spirit and frequently lonely
existence. 
Even Michael Jackson's legendary wealth was in sharp decline.
There was speculation that he only decided to do the 50-concert
comeback in order to save himself from bankruptcy and due to the
pressure from his own people. He found himself in a huge financial
hole which only was getting bigger and bigger, but was able to
maintain some financial stability based on his half ownership of the
copyrights to The Beatles catalogue. That joint venture with record
company Sony technically kept him from bankruptcy. 
A source close to Jackson says that he predicted his own death just
a week before he died: 'I am better off dead. I do not have anywhere
left to turn. I am done." The source also added, "He said he was
worried that he was going to end up like Elvis. He was always
comparing himself to Elvis, but there was something in his tone that
made me think that he wanted to die, he was tired of life. He gave
up. His voice and dance moves weren’t there any more. I think
maybe he wanted to die rather than embarrass himself on stage. The
most obvious comparison between the King of Pop and the King of
Rock ’n’ Roll was their prescription drug habits, which in Jackson’s
case had significantly intensified in his final months."

Jackson’s tragic death made me compassionate and upset at the
same time. Two questions are definitely raised by his sudden passing
and the way he was forced to live. First, when will the medical
community realize that the solution does not lie in prescription
drugs? Hanging around celebrities for recognition and giving them
drugs in order to get into their good graces is not helping their heath
but rather hastening their death. 
Secondly, when will the media finally back off ? Why is it necessary
to delve into the very private lives of celebrities and not only dig until
they hit the kidneys, but cover a story (whether true or not) until the
audience gets sick of it? Then, move onto yet another one, again,
until we all get sick of it? In the meantime, the world is falling apart
and there is more than enough to talk about besides gossip and one
celebrity or another without a break. I sometimes wonder how one
topic can be talked about for days or weeks from so many angles yet
with one meaning. 

Michael Jackson was undoubtedly the most talented performer of his
generation and will be remembered forever. But his music and talent
may be overshadowed by the grotesque caricature of him that was
perpetuated in the media. 
Now that he is gone, it is time to appreciate him and his talents for
what they really are, and not what fashionable and sensational
interpretations describe them to be.
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Vivian   Texas 10:52pm on Tuesday, July 14th, 2009 

I listened to Michael Jackson's music when I was little. I was not really a
big fan of him because I was still a child during his era. There are some
songs of his that I like but I did not know they were his until  now. I don't
read tabloids, somet... read more »

Stephanie   Illinois 10:06pm on Monday, July 13th, 2009 

I beleive he really did not give every one a chance being his friend or
meeting the right people.
Friends are hard to come by, and always friends are the ones that want
to protect a real freind will only help you and injoy your company.
Micheal nee... read more »

Victoria   Los Angeles 2:01pm on Friday, July 10th, 2009 

What I find most interesting about Michael Jackson, and other geniuses
or talented artists, and an idea which you articulate in your article, is this
notion of inner demons. Those who are truly gifted or have the capacity
to change society, specifica... read more »

Dianne   Santa Monica 10:33am on Wednesday, July 8th, 2009

Wonderful article Adrieene. Touching and very insightful.

John   Maryland 8:11am on Wednesday, July 8th, 2009 

Very well put, thoughtful, and kind. One of Michael's many famous
songs, "Man in the Mirror", talks about looking honestly at oneself and
being willing to change. I hope that many of your readers will consider
that message as they look back on Michae... read more »

Aspen Andy   Aspen CO 7:52am on Wednesday, July 8th, 2009 

Great article. Keep up the good work. Despite his personal problems he
was quite an artist to be remembered for generations to come.

leilani   los angeles 11:50pm on Tuesday, July 7th, 2009 

very well written, and some of these things I haven't heard before. Great
perspective that is sympathetic and heartfelt. He will be missed.

Simone Sobel   Los
Angeles, CA

10:06pm on Tuesday, July 7th, 2009 

I felt all  the things in this article before I read it, and thought it was
beautifully said!I have always had a deep appreciation for Michael
Jackson's Electrifying Presence, Music, and incredible dancing. Since
his death I have been drawn the story ... read more »

Dr Eric Fugier   Beverly
Hills

5:59pm on Tuesday, July 7th, 2009 

Very Well said Adrienne.

Erika   Europe 1:44pm on Tuesday, July 7th, 2009 

Excellent article!!!

Chris Bunker   Hollywood 1:13pm on Tuesday, July 7th, 2009 

The Elvis Of Time Just Like Your Article States. The Greatest Performer
of All Time

Rosemary Anthony   Los
Angeles, CA

11:21am on Tuesday, July 7th, 2009 

Dear Adrienne: You touched the "core" of my heart when I read your
personal view on how the world TRULY did hurt Michael Jackson. I
honestly feel that excerpts of your article should have been used on the
MAJOR NETWORKS and even at his Memorial Servi... read more »

John   Texas 12:55pm on Monday, July 6th, 2009

This is a spectacular article. Very well written.

Nicole benzakin   USA 7:09am on Sunday, July 5th, 2009 

i have done a catering for Michael long..long time ago with and for his
band here in la!!!(had monkeys hanging 'splants over my beutiful table)
Oh, what a night.....i teasure this moment for ever,
nicole

demetris   Location
unknown

8:05am on Saturday, July 4th, 2009 

A very well written article...Although MJ has past away he lives on in his
music and videos we all admire.
The legend with never die.

Diego
Parada   Brighton(U.K)

4:34pm on Friday, July 3rd, 2009 

Great article!!!
I hope all these false alegations and bad histories come out to light
soon...this guy was such a good nature human soul!!
We love you Michael!!
Thanks for the article!!

smg   santa monica, ca 10:21pm on Thursday, July 2nd, 2009 

article to the point and nicely expressed by Ms. Papp...MJ RIP

Danny Donayre   Los
Angeles

2:42pm on Thursday, July 2nd, 2009 

“If you wanna make the world a better place, take a look at yourself and
then make a change”…it’s easy to point fingers, but so much better to
point ourselves in new directions of compassion and understanding!
Great piece and much needed, positive po... read more »

Dave   California 11:48pm on Wednesday, July 1st, 2009 

A very insightful article into the life of an extremely sensitive and gifted
performer. For some of us who grew up with Michael Jackson's music
his untimely death is like having a childhood friend die...his music is tied
into many of the events of ou... read more »

Zsolt   Toronto 7:10pm on Wednesday, July 1st, 2009 

Perfectly true!
This article says it all.

ace   uk 7:21am on Wednesday, July 1st, 2009 

MICHAEL JACKSON can... at long last rest in peace, whether you belive
he was a child abuser (if you look and think hard enough to how he was
open and the undisputed genuine love he had for children)is entirely up
to you as an individual. I never beli... read more »

Zeps   Portugal 4:39am on Wednesday, July 1st, 2009 

YES!!!

Matthew
Langton   Australia

10:38pm on Tuesday, June 30th, 2009 

One of the best articles I have ever read about Michael Jackson. This
article is spot on the money. RIP Michael.

Bob   Florida 7:52pm on Tuesday, June 30th, 2009 

Exactly how I feel about the situation...well put.

Sara   Texas 2:11pm on Tuesday, June 30th, 2009 

Good One!! He was lonely! He was to gentle to hurt children! He was a
droken man! His heart could not take it anymore!
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